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covered his lodge, and even the poles that framed it, were
destroyed by fire. Thusof old did they gnard against pes-
tilence ; and disease of all kinds appears to have been less
common among them than at the present day; and it is
further stated that many more persons than now, lived out
the full term of life allotted to mankind by the *Great
Spirit.” Many even lived with the “ weight of over a
hundred winters on their backs.”

The council of the Me-da-we initiators, partook of the
spirit of the ten commandments which were given to the
children of Israel, amidst the thunders of Mount Sinai.
There was consequently less theft and lying, more devotion
to the Great Spirit, more obedience to their parents, and
more chastity in man and women, than exist at the pre-
sent day, since their baneful intercourse with the white
race. Even in the twenty years’ experience of the writer,
he has vividly noticed these changes, spoken of by the old
men, as rapidly taking place. In former times there was
certainly more good-will, charity, and hospitality practised
toward one another; and the widow and orphan never
were allowed to live in want and poverty. The old tra-
ditionists of the Ojibways, tell of many customs which
have become nearly or altogether extinet. They dweil
with pleasure on this era of their past history, and con-
sider it as the happy days of “Auld lang syne.”

I have already stated that they located their town on
the island of La Pointe, for greater security against the
harassing inroads of their enemies, but though the island is
located at its nighest point, about two miles from the
main shore of the Great Lake, yet were the Ojibways not
entirely secure from the attacks of their inveterate and
indefatigable foes, who found means, not only of waylay-
ing their stray hunters on the main shore, but even to
secure scalps on the island of their refuge itself. On one
occasion 2 war party of Dakotas found their way to a point



